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IDOL WORSHIP AND IDEAL 
WORSHIP 


By Umesh Chandra Mutsuddi 
(Pakistan) 


[POLATRY generally means erect- 

ing images of an unknown god, 
gods, and goddesses in some theistic 
religions in various shapes and 
names for prayer, asking him or 
them for guidance and protection 
and bestowing upon the supplicators 
health, wealth, prosperity and provi- 
sion for various needs, and asking 
forgiveness of sins committed, even 
for successful stealing by the offend- 
ers: 

The worship of the Buddha is 
quite a different thing. The Buddha 
is not living. He has no connection 
with the world and attained Nirvana. 
He has shown the Path from his 
own experience to attain everlasting 
bliss and peace of Nirvana. So he 
cannot grant any boon or show any 
mercy or forgive any fault. 

Moreover, if a sin can be forgiven 
by prayer, people will be encouraged 
to commit acts of sin as there will 
be no fear of punishment for mis- 
deeds. Prayers would be made 
finally for forgiveness. The 
Buddhists believe in the doctrine of 
karma (action) which declares that 
happiness or misery are alike the 
result of good and evil karma by 
body, word and mind and _ that 
human beings are responsible only 
to themselves for their good and 
evil acts and to none else. 


UNERRING KARMA 


Buddhism teaches that every man 
gets under the operation of unerring 
karma exactly that reward and 
punishment which he has deserved, 
no more no less and this blind law 
of karma like any other natural law, 
say gravitation, cannot exempt any- 
body from its operation. Forgive- 
ness has got no place there though 
the result of bad karma except the 
five gurus karmas (serious offences) 
can be neutralised by wisdom, 
charity, love etc. 

Professor Sylvan Levy _ says: 
**All things existing from the highest 
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heaven down to the lowest hell are 
bound together in a great commu- 
nion, all are sujbect to the same 
Law of karma, which transmits to 
infinity the moral consequence of 
acts once done. The Law of karma 
would have been, indeed, inexorable 
and implacable but for the fact that 
the great cardinal virtue of wisdom, 
love and charity has the power of 
annulling the blind force and 
assuring bliss in the Peace of Nir- 
vana. 


THE INSPIRATION 


This is the inspiration which per- 
meates Buddhist civilization. Tailor 
in his Primitive Culture says:- The 
Buddhist theory of karma of action 
which controls the destiny of all 
sentient beings not by judicial re- 
wards and punishments but by the 
inexorable result of cause into 
effect, where the present is deter- 
mined by the past and the future by 
the present in an unbroken line of 
causations is, indeed, one of the 
world’s most remarkable develor- 
ments of ethical speculations.” 

The question arises why the 
Buddha’s image is created and 
venerated. Will one hide his feelings 
towards parents and other beloved 
persons and great men ? Does he 
not keep their photographs to che- 
rish their memory and by placing 
flowers on the grave express his 
feelings of love, gratitude, reverence 
and devotion and recall their great 
qualities ? 

All races and people preserve, 
treasure and yalue relics and memen- 
toes of persons who have been cor.- 
sidered in any way great. The 
Buddhist reverences the Bud- 
dha’s statue as a memento of the 
greatest, wisest, most benevolent and 
compassionate man in this world- 
period (Kalpa), who is more revered 
and beloved by half the world and 
by those who know the unsatisfac- 
toriness of existence. He pointed 
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out the Path to remove it and said: 
“Sorrow I point out and Sorrow’s 
end." 

Worship of the image of the 
Buddha means showing homage, 
veneration and devotion to him and 
a reflection of his qualities. The 
creation of an image has got a 
deeper meaning. The image is 
considered as the living Buddha, the 
incarnation of Enlightenment, Ahim- 
sa and Universal Love. It is neces- 
sary to recall the Buddha and his 
great qualities which swayed millions 
of people from generation to gene- 
ration throughout the civilized 
world. 

To the Buddhist it is a symbol 
which he finds helpful to recall the 
Buddha and to follow his example 
and instructions. It helps him to 
concentrate his thoughts. He feels 
in his mind the living presence of the 
Master so that his act of worship 
may be vivid and significant. It in- 
fluences and inspires him to observe 
the right canon of conduct and 
thoughts. 


GREAT MEN 


Longfellow wrote in his famous 
Psalm of Life : 


Lives of great men all remind us 
We can make our life sublime. 


If any one who knows the life of 
the Buddha goes to a Buddhist 
temple, he will be struck not only 
by the serene appearance of the 
Buddha, but he will surely think 
over the Buddha’s greatness and 
will be inspired with the thought 
of making himself great. 

The German philosopher Scho- 
penhauer, an early propagator of 
Buddhism in the West, Dr. de 
Lorenso, a great geologist, Senator, 
author, Pali scholar and above all 
a great Buddhist of Italy, and the 
world-renowned Dr. Russel used to 
keep the Buddha’s image on the 
tables in their reading rooms and 
got inspiration to a higher life and 
thought. The Buddha said in the 
Mahamangala Sutta: “Respect and 
homage paid to those who are 
worthy of it, is a great blessing.” 
It is fundamental for an individual’s 
social and spiritual progress. 

In the Milinda Prasna, we find the 
Ven. Nagasena’s answer to the 
question of the Greek king Men- 
ander abont the efficiency of the 
worship of the Buddha’s image. Fire 
has no will to accept wood, yet if it 
is thrown into the fire it consumes 
the wood. Similarly though the Bud- 
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dha passed away to Nirvana, he 
does not want or accept worship, 
yet the result of worship will fol- 
low and people will be benefited by 
following his example and reflecting 
over his highest sacrifice and 
greatest qualities. 


THE DHAMMA 


If there is no fire in the world, 
fire can be produced by rubbing 
two pieces of wood together. So, 
though the Buddha is no more in the 
world, the Dhamma left by him will 
guide the people to the Path of 
Nirvana. To Ananda, the Buddha 
said that they ought not to think 
that he (the Buddha) was no more 
in the world. The Dhamma he left 
would be his representative, the 
Sangha his example and guide and 
the people would be benefited by 
worshipping and following the 
Dhamma. The Buddha said: ‘““‘Who 
sees the teaching (Dhamma) sees 
me.”’ 

No image is necessary for wor- 
shipping the Buddha who declared 
that following his precepts and 
instructions would be the best 
homage to him. The Buddha said: 
“If a devout person lives in accor- 
dance with the teaching and walks 
in conformity with the teaching he 
would rightly honour and revere the 
Perfect One (Thathagata) with the 
worthiest homage.” 

After the Buddha’s body was 
cremated Brahman Drona quelled 
the dispute of the eight kings for the 
Buddha’s relics by dividing them 
into eight portions and giving each 
one part, and the kings made stupas 
and preserved the respective relics 
and the devotees showed homage to 
them. Emperor Asoka took them 
out and preserved them by erecting 
84,000 stupas in different parts of 
his kingdom for the convenience of 
the devotees. It was about 300 
A.C. that the devotees construct- 
ed the Buddha image according to 
the descriptions of the Buddha’s 
body and worship of the image com- 
menced. 


MAN PERFECT 


Images are the language of the 
sub-conscious. If therefore, the 
image of the Enlightened One is 
often created within one’s mind as 
the embodiment of man perfected 
it will deeply penetrate into his 
sub-conscious mind and if sufficient- 
ly strong, will act as an automatic 
brake against evil impulses. 


The recollection of the Buddha 
produces joy, invigorates the mind 
and lifts up man from states of 
restlessness, tension, and frustration. 
One of the intentions of Buddha. 
nussati is to create Saddha (devotion, 
confidence, faith) in the Buddha by 
realising his greatness. 

When before the Buddha image 
food, flowers and candles are placed 
the devotee recites a Pali formula 
(Nirodha Samapatthi etc.) and its 
translation is: ‘‘As if to the Blessed 
One, the Holy One, the perfectly 
Awakened One newly arisen from 
supermost ecstacy, with these things 
reverentially, I make the offerings. 
These are now lovely, well formed 
and sweet scented, soon they will 
be ugly, deformed and ill-scented. 
So too all things compounded pass 
away, are pain-laden, soulless or 
unsubstantial; may this worship, 
adoration and reverential offerings 
through lofty dignity and prestige 
and power help me to root out cor- 
ruptions; may I gain release from 
all sufferings.” 

Thus in the worship of the Bud- 
dha, there is no prayer but a medi- 
tation. 

Similarly the Dhamma, the Doc- 
trine as the essence and the funda- 
mental principles of truth and jus- 
tice and the road to self-perfection 
and delivene nice a asdmethe 
Sangha, the Order as the suc- 
cessor of the Buddha, the true 
practisers, promulgators and ex- 
pounders of the Dhamma are to 
be worshipped. 

Thus the worship of the image of 
the Buddha, where there is no 
prayers, vows or rituals, is not idol 
worship, but itis an ideal worship. 
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THE NAMGYAL 


INSTITUTE 


OPT IBELOLOGY 


Brow Gangtok bazaar, on a 
wooded spur-crowned maijesti- 
cally by a stupa, is the Namgyal 
Institute of Tibetology. It is a 
splendid building in _ traditional 
Tibetan style; towers at each corner, 
its windows and doorways intricately 
carved and painted yellow, yellow 
roofs swept up at the eaves, its 
interior luminous with murals. 

Focal point of the building is 
the chapel where under a brocaded 
canopy deities sit in serene medi- 
tation. Book-laden shelves scale the 
walls in most rooms; the sets of 
rare Tibetan scriptures (Kangyui 
and Tengyur) wrapped in colourful 
silks. 

The building is not old. It was 
declared open in October 1958, 
when much of it was still to be 
completed. The ceremony was 
performed by Prime Minister Nehru 
of India and coincided with the 65th. 
birthday of the Maharaja of Sikkim. 

A year and a nalf before, the 
Dalai Lama on his way back to 
Tibet from India had blessed and 
laid the corner stone. On that 
memorable occasion he had de- 
clared : “‘I have full confidence and 
hope in the activities of this Institu- 
te, which should organize the meet- 
Ing of great pundits and lcarned 
scholars to study. discuss and ex- 
change the personal views on Maha- 
yana Buddhism so that the special 
teachings of the Buddha may pre- 
vail all over the world, stimulating 
human spirit.” 

“Sikkim, known as ‘Bay Yul 
Demo Jong’ (the Hidden Valley 
of Rice)’ said the Dalai Lama, 
“bas been a country where the 
Great Guru Padma Sambhava nas 
sojourned and hence is_ highly 
sanctified ....The establishment of 
a cultural institute for Tibetan 
studies with a library which would 
provide the entire Buddiist litera- 
ture, in this sacred place...... excels 
all otker wordly institutes. This 
is an institution which is going 
to raise the Buddha Dharma to a 
paramount height...... 


OBJECTS 


The objects and functions of the 
Institute were laid out in a Royal 
Charter of Incorporation promul- 
gated in Special Durbar by the 
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Maharajah of Sikkim in October, 
1958. 


They are: To promote co-opera- 
tion among men of letters, priests 
and monks in Sikkim and esle- 
wheie for the development of know- 
ledge of Chbos (the Sanskrit 
Dharma) in Sikkim and elsewhere. 
To collect and procure all printed 
works, xylographs and manuscripts 
in the Tibetan language or to collect 
and procure handmade photostat 
or microfilm copies thereof. 

To collect and procure all printed 
works in Sanskrit and Pali as wel 
as all works in modern Indian 
languages and otner foreign langu- 
ages on Chhos. To sponsor and 
promote research in Chhos and 
associated subjects like iconography, 
linguistics, medicine, astrology, nis- 
tory, geography etc. 


PUBLICATIONS 


To pint and publish hitherto 
unpublished works in the Tibetan 
language. To publish works in 
modern languages on different as- 
pects of Chhos so as to make know- 
ledge of Chhos available to all 
veoples of the world. To establish 
and maintain courses of instruction 
in the Tibetan !anguage and lite- 
rature, Tibetan and Indo - Tibetan 
society and cultural patterns and 
religious art and iconography be- 
sides all the fields of Chhos includ- 
ing the points of contact with allied 
and associated doctrines. 


To establish and maintain a library 
of printed wo1ks and museum of 
iconography and _ religious art, 
access to both extending beyond the 
members and scholars of the 
Institute. To publish by means 
of bulletins tne transactions and 
activities of the Institute. 

To organize conferences and meet- 
ings on different items of Tibeto- 
logy. To accord recognition to 
scholars in the field by means of 
scholarships and prizes; and to 
do all such other acts and things 
whether incidental to the afore- 
said or not as mav be required in 
order to further the objects of the 
Institute. ° 

To the layman this recital of 
high sounding aims may not mean 
much : to the scholar it is highly 
significant, 
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Mahayana Buddhism counts a 
number of sects and schools within 
itself. Study in its monasteries and 
teaching establishments has been 
pursued in an exclusive manner, in 
the confines of the particular sect 
with which the establishment is 
concerned. 

The tradition naturally has its 
advantages and drawbacks. Sec- 
tarian study ensures concentration 
on one subject and one set of 
ideals to the exclusion of others: 
it produces specialists in their field 
The whole important process of 
meditation (Sgom) depends upon 
canalized thought. 

But as a result of this same 
tradition there is not a single re- 
pository of literature pertaining to 
all sects and schools in Sikkim, 
Tibet, Bhutan or Morgolia. 

The Namgyal Institute of Tibeto- 
logy sets out to rectify this short- 
coming by providing the first 1e- 
pository of books of all the Maha- 
yana sects. It is the first venture of 
its kind in any of the Tibetan 
speaking countries. The Royal 
charter described the Institute as 
“a purely academic and cultural 
organization...... autonomous in its 
own field of activities.”’ 

The idea of establishing an Ins- 
titute of Tibetology in Sikkim was 
the Maharajkumar’s. Born an 
incarnate and partly educated in 
Lamaist tradition, the Mataraj- 
kumar Palden Thondup Namgyal 
(President of the Institute), is deeply 
concerned with the teachings of 
Mahayana Buddhism and the pre- 
servation of Tibetan cuiture—a con- 
cern happily shared by the Maha- 
rajah. 


INDIAN AID 


Not only did his idea of setting 
up an Institute find immediate 
support with his father and the 
Government of Sikkim, but it had 
the sympathetic backing of the 
Indian Political Officer in Sikkim, 
Mr. Apa Pant, who promised and 
got Indian aid. 

On February 10, 1957, the Dalai 
ama blessed and Jaid the corner 
stone of the Institute. 

When the building was declared 
open by Mr. Nehru its few books 
had been borrowed for the occasior 
as had its tankhas (religious scroll 
paintings) its images and fuinish- 
ings. Today the library is impres- 
sively stacked with books and. 
manuscripts, valued at over 
Rs, 200,000 and Tibetan art objects. 
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Unfortunately the Dalai Lama who 
made a considerable initia. lgift of 
books for the Institute (their.value 
in Lhasa in 1986 was Rs. 4Q, 000) 
had to leave a promise of a further 
donation unfulfilled because of the 
tragic happenings in Tibet: A 
large sum of money deposited by the 
Institute in Tibetan monasteries for 
a supply of manuscripts has been 
lost. 

Yet the Tibetan tragedy has 
brought certain benefits. Among 
the Tlbetan refugees in India 
todey are lamas of great standing: 
scholars who under normal cendi- 
tions might never have ieft Tibet, 


certainly would never have settied — 


in Sikkim. 
GUIDANCE AND ADVICE 


There is the Dalai Lama himself 
in India and across a wide valley 
from the Sikkim Institute at Rumtek, 
the revered Gyalwa Karmapa Lama, 
head of the Khagyutpa sect which 
bas the biggest following among 
Buddhists in Sikkim The guidance 
and advice of these lamas will be 
freely given. 

Sikkim and Bhutan, now that 
Tibet has been overrun by the 
‘Chinese,- are the last strongholds 


of Lamaist Buddhism. Bhutan is 
closed to visitors, its people belong 
only to one sect of Mahayana 
the “‘ Drukpa Khagyutpa.”’ 

Sikkim on the other hand offers 
a comparative study of all - the 
Tibetan Buddhist. sects and in the 
Gangtok Institute aie to be found 
the complete volumes of the two 
Lamaic encyclopaedias, books of 
ordinary worship and ritual, legend- 
ary accounts of renowned saints, 
and histories pertaining to the many 
schools of Mahayana Buddhist 
thought. Lamas of different sects 
are either resident or within easy 
reach of consultation. 

And now that the Mecca of 
Tibetan Lamaism is unapproachable, 
Sikkim’s Institute of Tibetology set 
in the sympathetic surroundings 
of mountains and Buddhict mo- 
nasteries, stupas and long ranks 
of penitent prayer flags, is the 
closest the foreign scholar can get 
to the source of his inspiration— 
Tibet. 

In recognition of the  all-im- 
portant patronage bestowed on the 
institution by the Sikkim Royal 
Family it was ramed in 1959 the 
Namgyal Insti‘ute of Tibetology. 
The Makarajah of Sikkim has given 
to the Institute in perpetuity 20 


acres of land provided over Rs. 
300,000 for buildings, and promised 
an annual grant of Rs. 50,000. 

In keeping with its offer of assist- 
ance the Government of India be- 
sides making a capital grant of 
Rs. 200,000 has matched Sikkim’s 
contribution with an annual do- 
nation of Rs. 50,000. 
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The meeting held at the District Board Hall, Dacca, East Pakistan, in celebration of Ashari Purnima. 
Governor of East Pakistan (Left) addressing the meeting. 


Symposium on Buddhism 
in East Pakistan 


THE Covernor or East Pakistan 

Lieut.-Gen. Azam Khan, said 
here the Government of Pakistan 
considered Buddhists and all other 
members of the minority communi- 
ties in the country as a ‘“‘sacred 
trust” reported the Morning News 
of Dacca, East Pakistan, of July 13. 


“We feel proud,”’ he said, “that we give 
them the same facilities as are enjoyed by 
the rest of us. We consider every human 
being as equal—even as was ordained by 
the Lord Buddha himself.”’ 

The Governor was inaugurating a 
symposium on Buddhism arranged on the 
occasion of Ashari Purnima—the day 
2,500 years ago when Buddha the En- 
ligtened One renounced all worldly pleasure 
and set out onhis lone quest for Truth and 
for the salvation of mankind. 

The symposium, which was organised 
by the Buddhist Temple Building Com- 
mittee, was held in the well-decorated 
surroundings of the District Board Hall, 
in Dacca and was presided over by 
Professor Ahmed Hasan Dani, head of the 
Department of History, Dacca University. 

Gen. Azam Khan said there would be 
very few persons indeed who could not be 
moved by the spirit of dedication to man- 
kind that surged through that rich prince 
who renounced his life of luxury and set 
out on the tortuous road to find Truth. 
And that journey was undertaken, he said, 
when society was divided into bitter caste 
prejudices, which the Buddha sought to 
subdue. 


INSPIRATION 


“Today also therefore, we can look to 
the message of the Buddha for inspiration 
and guidance to unite the world,” the 
Governor added. 

Describing the founder of Buddhism as 
a “great personality”, he concluded by 


saying that functions like the one held 
also served a useful purpose in bringing 
Pakistan closer to some of its neigbouring 
countries; like Ceylon, Burma, and Thai- 
land. 

In his presidential address, Professor 
Dani said the love of Pakistanis for Bud- 
dhism was more firmly bound by the 
heritages of that great religion that existed 
even now throughout the country. But 
this love could not be confined only to 
architectural remains and heritages of the 
past, but was boin also of a wider, more 
all-embracing, kinship. 

He praised the Buddhist religion for its 
great tolerance for other religions, and 
said that Buddhist monasteries did not 
propound only their own _ philosophy 
but welcomed and nurtured other philoso- 
phies also. 

Earlier, welcoming the Governor, Mr. D. 
P. Barua, revealed the news that the Gov- 
ernment of East Pakistan had donated two 
acres of land in Kamlapur for the purpose 
of constructing a Buddhist monastery. The 
monastery would include a museum, 
where existing relics of the Buddhist civili- 
zation would be preserved, a library and a 
school for the teaching of Pali. 

He thanked the Governor for his efforts 
in ob aining the land and described the 
gift as a “landmark in the cultural history 
of East Pakistan.” 

The symposium that followed imme- 
diately after the Governor’s speech was 
participated in by the Burmese Consul, U. 
Saw Hlaing, the United Kingdom Trade 
Commissioner, Mr. John Chidell, Mr. 
G. C. Dev, Provost Jagannath Hall, 
Begum Shamsun Nahar and Begum 
Sufia Kamal. 

The Burmese Consul said that by believing 
in the Buddha’s teachings, for all times 
and for all men, there could be peace 
everywhere. ‘‘His teaching,’’ he went on, 
“is the best way by which to join hands in 
our common effort for the promotion of 
friendship and peace among mankind 
and for the early liberation of all living 
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Lieut-Gen. Azam Khan, 


At right is a section of the gathering present at the meeting. 


beings from the wheel of Sansara,’’ 

It was therefore his firm belief, he said, 
that in this civilisation man will need more 
and more of the mental and spiritual deve- 
lopments taught by Buddhism to control 
the material science and preserve the 
human world from destruction. 

The United Kingdom Trade Commis- 
sioner, Mr. John Chidell, said Buddhism 
was not only an intellectual theory but a 
definite way of life. 

Mr. G. C. Dev, speaking on ‘‘Bud- 
dhism in Modern Times,’ said that now 
that in this nuclear age, the world was 
threatened with complete annihilation, 
Buddhism, with its ever-dominating theme 
of humanism, could show the way to peace 
and preservation. 


WORLD RELIGION 


Begum Shamsun Nahar Mahmood said 
Buddhism was a world religion and should 
be studied and understood by every one. 
She said Buddhism and Islam had great 
similarity, in that that both advocated the 
same liberalisation and quest for knowledge 
and that both attached great importance 
to the role of women in society. 

She said: “In the present day world, 
when everyone is yearning for peace, the 
teaching of the Buddha can show us the 
right path to salvation’’. 

Begum Sufia Kamal then read a Bengali 
poem composed by her specially for the oc- 
casion. 

In a message on the occasion of the 
Ashari Purnima celebrations. the 
President Field Marshal Mohmmad 
Ayub Khan, said his Government was 
anxious that every Buddhist, like every 
other member of the minority communi- 
ties, lived a happy and contended life in 
Pakistan. . 

He hoped that every Buddhist would 
follow in the footsteps of the Great Tea- 
cher and dedicate his life to the service 
of humanity. 

Following isthe full text of the President’s 
message: 

I am glad to learn that East Pakistan 
Buddha Kristi Prachar Sangha is cele- 
brating the Ashari purnima at Dacca, This 
is a great day for the entire Buddhist 
world as this day 2,500 years ago Buddha 
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the Enlightened One rénounced all worldly 
pleasures in order to seek truth for the 
emancipation of mankind. 

My Government is anxious that every 
Buddhist, like every other member of the 
minority communities lives a happy and 
contented life in Pakistan. To ensure 
educational progress of the community 
the Government has_ provided special 
scholarships for the Buddhist students. 
I am happy to hear that they are taking 
increasing advantage of this facility. 

I shall keenly observe their progress in all 
walks of life. I wish the Ashari Purnima 
celebration all success and hope every 
member of this great community will fol- 
low in the foodsteps of the Great Teacher 
and dedicate himself to the service of 
humanity”’. 
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He Revolted against Dogmas 


JN the course of his speech at the 

World Fellowship of Religions 
held in Calcutta the Ven. Visud- 
dhananda Mahatheia, leader of the 
Pakistan delegation said : 

As I speak before you, my mind 
travels back to that remote period 
of human history when this sub- 
continent saw the rise of a great 
humanist-philosopher, Gautama, the 
Buddha, who gave a philosophy of 
peace and rationalism to mankind. 
The doctrine preached by him had 
a significantly rational note and he 
related all happenings of the world 
of phenomenon to caual relations. 

Everything has a cause and every 
cause has an effect. This view of the 
whole system working in the universe 
and elsewhere in causal relations 
is the foundation of a system which 
is scientific in approach and rational 
in content. It is because of this 
that the Buddha’s rational creed is 
held in high intellectual estimation 
even to-day in a world of rapidly 
changing values. 

He revolted against all forms of 
dogmas and even asked people to 
test his own doctrine without accept- 
ing it with a reverential note of blind 
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devotion. His words are Eh! 
Passiko, Opanayiko Paccattam vedi- 
tabbo, vinnuhiti. 

““Come and see, if you find it 
reasonable accept, else you have the 
right to reject.”’ This was the bold 
voice of one who was a revolutionist 
against all dogmas that had so much 
gripped the modern world. 

The world is on fire to-day. Fire 
burns in the heart and outside it. 
I cannot but recall here what the 
Buddha preached for men. 

Metta, karuna, mudita and 
upekkha in a world torn by hatred 
and jealousy. What nobler virtues 
do we need today than practising 
with heart and soul the supreme 
virtues of love and compassion for 
the individual and society. 

We must refrain from evil deeds 
and perform righteous, reasonable 
action. In his words: Sabba 
papassa akaranam kusalassa_ upa- 
sampada, sachitta pariyodapanam, 
etam buddhana sasanam. 

I am just emphasising those as- 
pects of his philosophy which have 
proved to have an immediate rela- 
tion for the survival of humanity in 
the present age of hatred and horror. 


Telephone: 91621 
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BUDDHISM SPREADS IN 
BRITAIN 


By Ven. H. Saddhatissa 
(Incumbent, London Buddhist Vihara) 


yt may be asked by people of 

Buddhist countries: ‘‘What is 
the trend of Buddhism in Britain 
today ?”’ To such a question one 
could reply: ‘‘Contiuual progress 
and quiet penetration into minds 
that seek to know.”’ For teachers of 
Buddhism do not attempt to coerce, 
persuade or bribe others into the 
acceptance of the teaching; they 
merely offer it for personal consi- 
deration and investigation. 

This is done by giving lectures 
wherever possible, by holdingclasses. 
and by the distribution of literature 
when available. It is in this way 
that many have tecome acquainted 
with the teachings who could not 
otherwise have heard of Buddhism 
at all. 

We are happy to note that Bud- 
dhism has its adherents not only 
in the capital but also in the pro- 
vinces. Several Buddhist groups 
have been. formed there and the 
number of the members increases 
daily. 


INVITATIONS 


Invitations are frequently received 
from Christian as well as other 
Organisations to give lectures on the 
Dhamma; these are accepted when- 
éver possible. The talks are listened 
to with the greatest attention and 
are followed by questions and some- 
times discussion. 

On the other hand there are those 
who become Buddhists through 
the medium of Buddhist litera- 
ture without having attended any 
lectures at all. In most cases it is 
only by a chance remark that one 
learns that they have accepted Bud- 
dhismas their guide. Appreciating 
its sweet reasonableness, they are at 
the same time endeavouring to 
mould their lives accordingly. 

In this age of swift travel and 
communications, Europeans have 
been able to make contact with people 
of Buddhist lands to a greater extent 
than ever before; this has given an 
opportunity for a better under- 
standing of each other’s ideals and 
has thus encouraged. the spirit of 
tolerance. 

Tolerance with regard to other 
religions is apparent even in the 
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schools, the senior members of 
which have been asked to write 
essays on religions other than their 
own and often choose Buddhism. 


KEEN TO LEARN 


On various occasions members 
of literary societies in London, in 
parties of sixty or so, ask to be 
allowed to visit the Vihara in 
London to see the shrine and to 
put questions relating to the tenets 
of Buddhism They are keen to 
learn something of the Dhamma 
as it is found in the Suttas. 

The palm-leaf manuscripts which 
we possess have a special facination 
for them, for in some subtle way 
these sacred writings link the past 
with the present and time is forgot- 
ten. So it is with those who attend 
classes; they feelthe need to inves- 
tigate the Teaching thoroughly and 
do at least make som attempt to 
put it into practice. e 

What effect will Buddhism have 
on the people of the West, since 
many are becoming interested in the 
Dhamma taught by the Lord Bud- 
dha? Is this interest a passing 
phase, or will it leave a lasting 
imprint on the minds of those who 
earnestly seek to know life as it 
really is ? 


During the last half-century, such 
a spirit of hate, cruelty and ferocity 
has been let loose all over the world 
that many have felt the urge to 
enquire why this should be so. 
There is a desire to understand the 
‘“‘why and wherefore’’ of existence, 
since their former faith in the reli- 
gion of their forefathers has been 
severely shaken. No doubt there is 
truth in Christianity, they aver, but it 
has become so overladen with what 
the thinking mind cannot accept that 
some have turned away, realising 
that “the truth is in all, but every- 
thing is not of the truth.” 

It is mostly to these thinking men 
and women that Buddhism appeals, 
for it is a religion of reason and not 
one of blind faith. It shows a 
perfect way of living which will, if 
followed conscientiously, break the 
bonds that bind men to the wheel 
of birth and death. 

One cannot arrest the march of 
progress either in the social or 
spiritual world, yet one should 
seek a true balance rather than 
encourage either at the expense of 
the other. Unfortunately it is the 
latter thatis happening at the present 
time. All over the world the state 
of society is unbalanced and, sooner 
or later, a toppling must become 
inevitable. 

The need of religion is obvious 
and the practice of it is of paramount 
importance. There is no reason 
why we should be obsessed by the 
idea of numbers. It is quality that 
counts and we may be reasonably 
sure that where the best lead, the 
rest will follow. 


London Vihara Activities 


(From a Special Correspondent) 


ALTHOUGH there are no reports of 
lectures or classes for the month of 
August owing to the Summer vacation, 
the following notes may yet be of interest. 

A Chinese student from Malaya, Mr. 
Chow Cheng Fong, age 23 passed away at 
Leeds, 185 miles from London. At the 
request of the Leeds Univeristy authorities 
made through the Buddhists at Leeds, the 
Samanera Dhammaratana went. there by 


.train on Monday August 8, and conducted 


the Pansukula ceremony and gave a sermon 
on Anicca. Many Malayan students at- 
tended the service. 

On Wdnesday the 24th, the Ven. H. 
Saddhatissa conducted the Pansukula cere- 
mony of Kumar Raffel, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. L_ Raffel of Ceylon, at the South 
London Crematorium. 

On Sunday 28th, the Ven. Sayadaw U. 
Athabha gave a talk on the life of the 
Buddha and with the use of slides, 
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showed the Buddhist sacred places in 
India and Burma. 

The Ven. W. Rahula, who arrived from 
France on Monday, Ist stayed at the 
Vihara until the 27th when he returned 
to France. 

On the 28th the Ven. K. Wachissara of 
Ceylon arrived in London and is still with 
us at the Vihara. 

The Ven. D. Pannasara, who has re- 
covered from his ailment, is planning to 
leave for Ceylon at the end of September. 
The Ven. D. Punnaratana who has been 
attending to him, will also be leaving 
soon. 


Though much he resistes the Sacred 
Texts but acts not accordingly, the heed- 
less man is like a cowherd who counts 
others’ kine ; he has no share in the 
blessings of a recluse. 
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Letter to the Editor 


Construction of Dacca 
Buddhist Temple 


FaAst Pakistan is the cradle of 
Buddhist culture and _ civili- 
sation strewn all over the province, 
Though small in numbers, its half 
a million Buddhist people are 
striving hard to rejuvenate their 
golden past. Their religio-cultural 
activities are increasing daily and 
spreading fairly well from villages to 
towns. Almost in all areas inha- 
bited by the Buddhists, one will 
come across the sight of a Buddhist 
temple where people perform their 
religious rites and hold religious 
discourses. 

But the absence of a temple in the 
city of Dacca, the capital of East 
Pakistan, poses a question. It is, 
indeed, a question. With the very 
inception of Pakistan, Dacca as the 
capital city of its East zone has gone 
high up in importance from various 
standpoints. Buddhist studentns, 
officials, scholars and businessmen 
from different parts of the homeland 
and foreign countries come over 
here with various purposes of their 
own. It is sad for them all and the 
permanent Buddhist settlers too, 
when they find it inconvenient to 
maintain their daily regular life 
having no scope for congregation 
and social gathering due to the want 
of a temple. 

It is again, the soil of the district 
of Dacca that produced intellectual 
giants like Bhikkhus Shiladhadra 
who was the Principal of the ancient 
Nalanda University and the world 
famous Buddhist monk Dipankar 
Srijnan who hazarded his journey 
on foot to Tibet through the wild 
snows of the Himalayas for the 
propagation of Buddhism. So the 
lack of the sight ofa temple in Dacca, 
of having old past traditions in and 
around it, comes as a shock to all 
culture-loving people. 

Viewing these difficulties from all 
aspects, we felt the vital need of a 
Buddhist temple in Dacca some six 
years back. To give the idea a reality, 
a Buddhist Temple Building Com- 
mittee has been formed to proceed 
with the work of building the temple. 

It has been decided that the 
proposed Buddhist temple will have 
attached to it, a hostel for accom- 
modating Buddhist students, an 
assembly hall to’ perform religious 
and cultural functions, a museum to 


house the treasures of the past 
and an institution for the teaching 
of the Pali language and literature. 
It will also include a library well- 
equipped with books on Buddhism 
to satisfy the evergrowing intel- 
lectual curiosity of the intelligentia 
irrespective of religious following. 
Moreover, the temple would grow 
up both as a Dhammaduta centre 
for the propogation of the Dhamma 
and a nerve-centre to maintain inter- 
national co-operation with other 
Buddhist countries. 

Perhaps, it is known to all Bud- 
dhists that our proposal for cons- 
tructing the temple got response 
from all representative countries 
that participated in the 3rd World 
Fellowship of Buddhists’ Conference 
held in Rangoon, Burma, in 1954. 
A resolution recommending to the 
Buddhists the desirability of assisting 
the construction of the Buddhist 
temple in Dacca was unanimously 
passed at the Conference. 

It is gratifying to note that our 
ceaseless endeavour and cumulative 
efforts under the able guidance and 
constant supervision of our esteemed 
President, Venerable Visuddha- 
nanda Mahathera, earned unstinted 
support in this matter from the 
Government of Pakistan who have 
offered us two acres of land for 
constructing the temple. Now the 
main problem that affronts us is the 
realisation of money from charitable 
hands. 

The amount required for cons- 
tructing the temple stands approxi- 
mately at Rs. 500,000. Such a big 
scheme cannot be shaped well with 
the charities of the few. It will 
require whole-hearted support and 
free contributions from all. We, 
therefore, appeal to all our brothers 
and sisters at home and abroad, 
particularly to the Buddhist coun- 
tries to donate to the best of their 
capacity and help make our long 
cherished plan a success. 

All kinds of donations may kindly 
be sent to the Treasurer, Dacca 
Buddhist Temple Committee, 42, 
Hatkhola Road, Wari, Dacca, East 
Pakistan. 

Members, Dacca Buddhist 

Temple Building Committee, 
42, Hatkhola Road, Wari, 
Dacca, East Pakistan. 
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Notes of the Month 


RUSSIAN LAMAS VISIT 
CEYLON 


Two Russian lamas, the Ven. 
Sharapov Bandido Hambo, 
Chairman of the Religious Board 
of the Buddhists of the USSR, and 
the Ven. Z.D. Gomboev Did Hambo, 
Deputy Chairman of the Religious 
Board of the Buddhists of the 
USSR, accompanied by Mr. S. D. 
_ Dylykoy, Research Associate of the 
Institute of Oriental Studies, Aca- 
demy of Science, USSR, arrived in 
Ceylon last month on a goodwill 
tour. 

They visited places of Buddhist 
worship and learning in the Island. 
Among the places they visited were 
the Vidyodaya and Vidyalankara 
Buddhist Universities, Kelaniya 
Temple, Polonnaruwa, Anuradha- 
pura and Kandy. 

At the Sri Maha Bodhi Vihara in 
Anuradhapura, the Ven. Sharpov 
Hambo said that eternal peace 
could be established through Bud- 
dhism. At a time like the present, 
world peace was at stake. Bud- 
dhists should rally under the banner 
of Buddhism and endeavour to 
gain that objective. 

He said that in Russia too there 
were similar Buddhist temples and 
other sacred places of worship. The 
two lamas worshipped at the ancient 
temples in Anuradhapura. 

In Kandy, the Ven. Purijjala Sri 
Saranankara Mahanayake Thera of 
the Malwatte Chapter blessed the 
Ven. Gomboev Hambo by placing 
the crystal casket containing the 
Sacred Tooth Relic of the Buddha 
on his head at the Dalada Maligawa 
or the Temple of the Tooth. 

The Ven. lama was received by 
the Diyawadene Nilame C. B. Nuga- 
wela Dissawe, Lay Custodian of the 
Tooth Relic, at the entrance to the 
_ Dalada Maligawa and was conduct- 
ed in procession. He was then 
received by the Maha Sangha led 
by the two Nayaka Theras of Mal- 
watte and Asgiriya Chapters. 

The Ven. Gamboev Hambo offered 
flowers and paid homage to the 
Sacred Tooth Relic. A_ special 
exposition of the Tooth Relic was 
held in honour of the Russian 
visitors. A gift of Rs. 100 in cash 
was made to the Dalada Maligawa 
by the Russian embassy. 

The Russian prelates also visited 
the University of Ceylon in Kandy. 


The president of the Socialist Society 
of the University, Mr. Ranjit Amara- 
singhe, welcoming them said they 
were pleased at the visit of a leading 
member of the Russian Sangha. 

After about a week’s stay the 
lamas left Colombo by plane. 


BUDDHISTS POORLY 
ORGANISED 


“The organisational weakness of 
the Buddhists made it necessary 
for them to submit prayers and 
appeals to the Government to ob- 
tain their just rights in a country 
where 70 per cent of the population 
is Buddhist.” 

This statement was made by the 
Ven. Madihe Pannasiha Nayaka 
Thera of the Vajirarama temple, 
Colombo, at a meeting held in 
connection with the distribution of 
prizes and certificates at a Sunday 
Dhamma School in Negombo. 

The Nayaka Thera said that the 
Buddha Sasana Commission had 
recommended the appointment of a 
Buddha Sasana Mandalaya as in 
Thailand and Burma, in order to 
remedy the plight of Buddhists and 
restore to them the rights they en- 
joyed earlier. 

If such a Mandalaya was appoint- 
ed, the Government could not 
overlook Buddhist demands as it 
would be the only organisation 
representative of the Buddhists, he 
said. 


NEW MUSEUM OF BUDDHIST 
RELICS 


An archaeological museum has 
been opened at Amparai in south 
Ceylon. The museum’s exhibits 
comprise a large collection of anti- 
quities ranging from the third cen- 
tury BC to the thirteenth century 
AC. 

This collection is from ancient 
historic sites in the Gal Oya Valley, 
and include images of the Buddha. 
inscribed pillars, iron ferrules used 
for doors in ancient times and 
fragments of clay pinnacles of da- 
gobas. 

A large mumber of the museum’s 
sculptural pieces relate to various 
stories associated with the life and 
teachings of the Buddha. An 
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outstanding exhibit is a famotis 
relief sculpture showing the Buddha 
in meditation. 

The exhibits have been arranged 
in chronological order. 


BUDDHISM IN CEYLON 
SCHOOLS 


The Education Department of 
Ceylon has decided to amend the 
rules and regulations in Government 
schools with the object of giving a 
wider scope to the teaching of 
Buddhism to students. 

The Department proposes to hold 
special courses in Buddhism in all 
Government schools, and has al- 
ready dec.ded to give teachers at the 
Government Training College a 
special course in Buddhism. 


6,000 BUDDHIST SCHOOLS 
ASKED FOR 


Of over 8,000 schools in Ceylon, 
6,000 should be run by the Bud- 
dhists, said the Ven. Induruve Pan- 
natissa Thera, Director of the Bud- 
dhist Academy of Ceylon, at a 
general meeting of the Buddhist Aca- 
demy Training College at Kottawa. 

The Ven. Pannatissa Thera said 
that of over 8,000 schools in the 
Island, there were less than 1,000 
run by Buddhists. The Buddhist 
Theosophical Society and the Cey- 
lon Buddhist Academy had only 
about 300 schools each. 

Referring to the take-over of 
schools by the Government, he said 
he was prepared to hand over the 
schools managed by the Buddhist 
Academy at any time. But the 
Government should make it a point 
to improve the present system of 
Buddhist education. 

Referring to certain proposals the 
Buddhist Academy had made re- 
garding the take-over of schools, he 
said that if 51 per cent of the stu- 
dents in any school were Buddhists, 
the staff of that school should con- 
sist of Buddhist teachers. 

In such a school a non-Buddhist 
teacher should be appointed for 
every 25 non-Buddhist children. 
Buddhism should be taught by 
‘real’ Buddhists including bhikkhus. 


PROMOTING STUDY 
OF BUDDHISM 


Under the auspices of the Young 
Men’s Buddhist Association of 
Colombo and the All-Ceylon Wo- 
men’s Buddhist Association, a 
Young Buddhist Forum has been 
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Organised under the patronage of 
the Ven. Piyadassi Maha Thera of 
the Vajirarama temple, Colombo, 
for the purpose of promoting the 
study of Buddhism and the Buddhist 
way of life among the young people. 


_ Meetings of the Forum are being 
held once a fortnight at the head- 
quarters of the All-Ceylon Women’s 
Buddhist Association in Bullers 
Road, Colombo. 


BUDDHISM WELL 
REPRESENTED 


Yale University, New Haven, Con- 
necticut, USA, held an exhibition in 
the University Library on the oc- 
casion of the 170th meeting of the 
American Oriental Society, March 
29-31, this year. 

Buddhism was well represented, 
says The Golden Lotus. The section 
on Buddhist Texts in Asian languages 
was rich with Pali, Burmese, Cam- 
bodian, Lao, Buddhist Sanskrit, 
Kuchean, Khotanese, Sogdian, Old 
Turkish, Javanese, Tibetan, Mon- 
golian, Manchu and Chinese manu- 
scripts. 

The Tibetan section included the 
complete works of Tson-kha-pa in 
18 volumes and the lives and other 


teachings of other famous Gurus of 
Tibet. 


AMERICAN STUDYING 
BUDDHISM 


Mr. Perter M. Bear, an American 
student of philosophy of Princeton 
University, USA, arrived in Taipai, 
Taiwan, from Tokyo on his Far 
Eastern Buddhist study tour. 

Mr. Bear developed an intense 
interest in the philosophy of Bud- 
dhism when he entered Princeton 
University a few years ago. After 
devoting two and a half years to the 
study of Buddhism, he quit school for 
work in order to save enough money 
for a trip to the Far East to make 
an on-the-spot study of Buddhism. 

Before going to Taipei he got in 
touch with the Chinese Buddhist 
Association of Taiwan for an itine- 
rary to be arranged for him. On his 
arrival, representatives of the Asso- 
ciation met him at the airport and 
made arrangements for him to stay 
at the Shan-Tao temple while in 
Taipei. 

During his stay in Taiwan he 
visited many Buddhist organisations 
in connection with his research on 
Buddhism. From Taiwan he proceed- 
ed to other Buddhist countries 


including Thailand, Burma and In- 
dia before returning to Princeton 
this month to continue his studies. 


TSIKUAND BUDDHIST 
SOCIETY 


More than one hundred students 
of the National University in Taiwan 
have organised the Tsikuand Bud- 
dhist Society to study Buddhism. 

The society was inauguarated in 
April. Mr. Chou Hsuanteh and 
Prof. T. C. Lee gave impressive 
speeches during the inaguration 
meeting. Mr. S. M. Kuo has been 
elected chairman of the society. 


BUDDHIST CENTRE 
AS MEMORIAL 


The memorial for the late Prime 
Minister of Ceylon, Mr. S. W. R. D. 
Bandaranaike, in the ancient Bud- 
dhist city of Anuradhapura will be a 
large Buddhist Centre which is to be 
constructed on the site which has 
been allocated to the Anuradhapura 
Buddhist Association for a hall. 

The memorial, when completed, 
will consist of a meditation hall 
which could be used by the public 
for receptions, weddings etc. also, 
a. well-stocked and up-to-date li- 
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brary and a special wing with rooms 
for accommodation for visitors. 

Mr. Nissanka Wijeratne, the presi- 
dent of the Anuradhapura Bud- 
dhist Association, said that the me- 
morial which was being planned for 
the late Mr. Bandaranaike, would 
be specially designed to blend with 
ancient architectural construction 
in Anuradhapura. 

As the late Mr. Bandaranaike was 
vehemently opposed to statues, it 
is felt that the most fitting tribute to 
perpetuate the memory of the late 
Prime Minister would be a Centre 
of the pattern planned. 


BRINGING UP BUDDHIST 
CHILDREN 


Buddhist children should te 
brought up according to Buddhist 
culture, said the Vice-Chancellor of 
the Vidyalankara Buddhist Univer- 
sity, the Ven. Kiriwattuduwe Sri 
Pragnasara Nayaka Thera. 

He was the chief guest at the 
annual prize-giving of Dharmaraja 
College in Kandy, one of Ceylon’s 
pioneer Buddhist institutions. 

He said in the course of his speech: 

“If not for institutions like Dharma- 
raja, which is one of the many 
institutions established by the Bud- 
dhist Theosophical Society, there 
was the possibility of a large number 
of the Buddhist children going 
completely under non-Buddhist in- 
fluence. 
“Therefore, these happenings 
should be constantly remembered 
and all should be more enthusiatic 
to bring up Buddhist children ac- 
cording to Buddhist culture.” 


VIEWS ON SASANA 
MANDALAYA SOUGHT 


Ceylon’s new Minister of Cul- 
tural Affairs, Mr. Maithripala Sena- 
nayake, is to have discussions with 
the Buddha Sasana Commission, 
particularly on the proposal to set 
up a Buddha Sasana Mandalaya. 
They will also discuss the Com- 
mission’s other recommendations. 

The Minister will invite the views 
of the Sangha and the Buddhist 
public on these matters. The Govy- 
ernment in its Throne Speech at the 
State opening of Parliament under- 
took to introduce legislation to set 
up a Buddha Sasana Mandalaya 
as a first step towards the imple- 
mentation of the recommendations 
of the Commission. 

Presiding at a meeting of the 
Kurana-Katunayake United Bud- 
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dhist Society Ltd., Mr. W. S. Silva 
referred to the need for the establish- 
ment of a Buddha Sasana Manda- 
laya and said that the Buddhists 
should organise themselves to face 
any situation in implementing that 
progressive measure. 

But the Malwatte and Asgiriya 
Chapters of Buddhist monks in 
Kandy are opposed to the setting up 
of a Buddha Sasana Mandalaya. 
They expressed this view at a meeting 
of the two Chapters. 

The two Chapters decided to 
submit a memorandum to the Goy- 
ernment opposing the setting up of 
such a Mandalaya and later to 
summon a conference of the Maha 
Sangha to discuss the matter. 

But the Ven. Kalamulla Sugatha- 
dera Thera, secretary of the Kalutara 
District Sasanarakshaka Manda- 
laya’s Central Committee, said: “The 
opposition to the creation of a 
Sasana Mandalaya is like refusing 
medicine to a patient crying for 
medicine.” 

He said that he wished to com- 
ment on the subject as the Kandy 
hierarchy of the Siamese Sect had 
made a pronouncement opposing 
the suggestion. 

He added that the Sasana Man- 
dalaya was to be established at the 
express wish of all sections of Bud- 
dhist opinion. Both the laity and 
the Sangha had called for it and two 
commissions had also reported on 
its necessity. 


GOLD BUDDHA IMAGE 
FOUND 


A small dagoba containing a gold 
image of the Buddha and a bronze 
lamp were found by workers exca- 
vating the Kota Vehera at Dedi- 
gama, Ceylon. 

A crystal casket was also found 
in the dagoba. All these articles 
which are believed to be 700 years 
old are now being exhibited at a 
special museum room at Dedigama. 


POLITICAL ACTIVITY 
OF CATHOLIC CHURCH 


The Rajya Sabha, New Delhi, 
discussed inconclusively, a Bill seek- 
ing to restrict the use of the Catholic 
Church for political purposes and 
the participation of its ecclesiastical 
personnel in political activity. 

The mover of the Bill, Mr. Bhu- 
pesh Gupta, said that religious 
institutions like the Catholic Church, 
were trying to re-group themselves 
and enter politics in a big way. This, 
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he said, was a bad omen for the 
countiy which had a secular charac- 
ter and necessary legislation must 
be enacted to put a stop to this move. 

Mr. Gupta referred to the last 
elections in Kerala and said that the 
Catholic Church there had issued 
open directives to Christians. 

Members from the Congress bten- 
ches opposed the measure on the 
ground that it was an attempt at 
cuitailing the rights of a particular 
minority. 


TRANSFER SYSTEM FOR 
INCUMBENTS 


A transfer system for incumbents 
of Buddhist temples was urged by 
Udugama Mahinda Thera at a 
meeting of the Udugama West 
Community Centre in Ceylon. 

He said that Buddhists welcomed 
the Government’s intention to imple- 
ment the report of the Buddha 
Sasana Commission and set up a 
Buddha Sasana Mandalaya. 

The income of the wealthy temples 
should be controlled by a board 
and spent for the higher education 
of bhikkhus and the improvement of 
the small temples, he said. 

If the Government thought that 
it should give due recognition to 
Buddhism, then it should consider 
setting up a transferable service for 
incumbents of Buddhist temple and 
abolish the system of pupillary 
succession. 

A resolution asking the Govern- 
ment to establish a Buddha Sasana 
Mandalaya without further delay 
was unanimously passed. 


TIBETANS NO LONGER 
COMING TO INDIA 


Tibetans are no longer coming to 
India on pilgrimage to Buddhist 
holy places. 

The Prime Minister, Mr Nehru, 
was asked in the Lok Sabha, New 
Delhi, why restrictions should not 
be placed on the Chinese visiting 
holy places in India when they could 
not ensure Indian pilgrims going to 
Tibet. 

Mr. Nehru said he was not aware 
of any Chinese pilgrims coming to 
India now though in the past Tibe- 
tans used to come to India as 
pilgrims. 


GIFTS TO BUDDHIST 
ORGANISATIONS 


A resolution requesting the Goy- 
ernment to amend the Personal 
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Taxes Ordinance to enable gifts of 
land and money made to approved 
Buddhist organisations and places 
of worship to be free of the Gifts 
Tax, was unanimously passed at a 
meeting of the Bauddha Maha 
Sangamaya, Panadura, Ceylon. 

It was pointed out at the meeting 
that the position at present was that 
intending donors to Buddhist tem- 
ples and other Buddhist organisa- 
tions which were not approved 
charities, were deterred by the 
liability to pay the Gift Tax. 


KING OF CAMBODIA 
CREMATED 


The late King Norodom Sura- 
marit of Cambodia was cremated 
on August 24 amid solemn Buddhist 
ceremonies at the burial terrain 
north of the Royal Palace in the 
Cambodian capital, Pnompenh. 

Queen Kossamak, accompanied 
by the Chief of State, Prince Siha- 
nouk, and Chairman of the High 
Council of the Throne, Prince 
Monireth, paid their last homage 
to the dead king. Other members of 
the Royal Family and the diplomatic 
crops and Government officials fol- 
lowed suit. 

A few minutes later, in profound 
silence, the Queen, followed by 


Prince Sihanouk, set fire to the urn, 
while a 101-gun salute boomed out 
and the Royal Band played funeral 
marches. 

Buddhist monks blew’ conch 
shells and all the pupolation of the 
kingdom observed a one-minute 
silence. 


BUDDHIST SLIDES ON 
BOARD SHIP 


A Buddhist monk from Burma, 
Bhikkhu Athapura, was due to 
reach England on September 22 
when he would have become official 
guest of the Foreign Office. 

But he landed at Liverpool in the 
middle of last month from a Nor- 
we gian cargo ship which took him 
from Rangoon. There was nobody 
to meet him. Although he knew no 
English he succeeded in reaching 
London where he was received by 
two Burmese who paid homage to 
him on the railway platform. 

He did not want to stay in London 
very long and he did not propose to 
visit the Foreign Office. He wanted 
to get back on the ship on which 
he sailed from Rangoon. 

He said that the people on the 
ship were very kind to him. They 
could not understand what he said 
but he was able to show them the life 
of the Buddha on his colour slides. 


Wherever the ship goes he will go 
— to Denmark, Norway and many 
other countries—and one day he 
will arrive back in Rangoon. 


WOMEN’S BUDDHIST 
ASSOCIATION 


At its annual general meeting held 
in Colombo, the outgoing president 
of the All-Ceylon Women’s Bud- 
dhist Association, Laby Christobel 
Rajapakse, said that the association 
which enjoyed a wide reputation in 
Ceylon for its religious and social 
work, had extended its activities. 

She said that an addition to the 
hostel costing Rs. 150,000 had been 
declared open. A Home for the 
Blind and a Home for Children had 
been opened. 

Mr. Vincent Panditha, Assistant 
Director of Cultural Affairs, said 
if the members worked as they did 
in the past, they could do more. 
The general outcry, he said, was 
that foreign domination had a 
serious effect on religion. He said 
it was a pity to see non-Buddhist 
teachers teaching Buddhist children 
in some schools. 

Mrs. H. H. Basnayake was elected 
president for 1960-61 and Mrs. C. H. 
Gunasekera and Mrs. Thomas 
Amarasuriya joint-secretaries. 
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THE VERDICT ON 
TIBET 


By Alastair Burnet 
(Great Britain) 


TIBET and its troubles are too 

rarely reported or understood 
in the outside world. News is hard 
to come by. This is particularly 
true of news from Peking, which has 
only admitted Tibetan revolts 
several months after uprisings have 
begun. 

But refugees from Tibet, who 
have reached India since the Lhasa 
revolt of March, 1959, have told 
their bitter story to a responsible 
and expert tribunal set up by the 
International Commission of Jurists. 
The tribunal’s indictment of Chinese 
rule in Tibet, in a harrowing report 
published on August 8, demands 
general attention in Asia and in the 
rest of the world. 

The report is being sent to the 
Secretary-General of the United 
Nations and to the delegations of 
all the United Nations member- 
States. But it is primarily an oppor- 
tunity for the individual conscience 
to give judgement on the evidence. 


DELIBERATE CRIMES 


There can no longer be any plea 
of personal ignorance or uncertainty 
about the issues involved in the Tibe- 
tan experience. The report demons- 
trates a series of deliberate crimes 
committed against the Tibetan 
people. 

It accuses the Chinese of genocidal 
practices in destroying religious be- 
lief in Tibet, of violating in Tibet 


human rights accepted by civilised 


countries and of breaking the ag- 
reement with the Tibetan authorities 
signed in 1951 under which Peking 
gave specific undertakings on the 
nature of its rule in Tibet. These 
are serious and compelling charges. 

Exactly what reliance should be 
placed on them ? The tribunal can 
be accepted as an authoritative and 
politically unbiassed body on three 
grounds. 

The International Commission of 
Jurists is itself a non-governmental 
and non-political organisation con- 
cerned to promote the rule of law 
whether it be in Tibet, Hungary, 
South Africa or wherever that rule 
is questionable. The tribunal ap- 
pointed to inquire into the Tibetan 
predicament had a membership pos- 
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sessing high legal office in the 
members’ own countries. Equally im- 
portant, eight of the nine members 
belong to Afro-Asian countries, a 
guarantee that their findings could 
not be influenced by or involved in 
the political conflict between East 
and West. 


CHINESE STATEMENTS 


These bona fides are highly rele- 
vant. Public opinion attaches a pro- 
per scepticism to self-interested offi- 
cial pronouncements. In the Tibetan 
issue the claims of this legal inquiry 
committee to receive a sympathetic 
hearing could not be bettered. 

The Chinese have naturally given 
their own version of events to the 
world. The individual can make up 
his own mind on the inherent credi- 
bility of the rival accounts. 

The tribunal uses official Chinese 
statements to show that the eradi- 
cation of the Buddhist religion is the 
aim of Chinese policy. It produces a 
mass of evidence to prove that this 
policy has been implemented by the 
systematic and brutal murder of 
Tibetan religious leaders. 

One quotation from an _ eye- 
witness will serve: whilst he was in 
the hills, he saw lamas gathered 
from the monasteries in the district 
and estimated that in the course of 
15 days “about 1,000 lamas were 
executed in public. He said that he 
had a clear view of this from the 
slope of the hill where he was hiding: 
he saw Dzorchen Simpoche, one of 
the most famous lamas in Kham, 
tied down to four pegs and slit all 
the way down the abdomen. 

Refugee accounts of this kind 
carry a natural bias against the 
oppressing Power. But the tribunal’s 
experience in assessing witnesses’ 
reliability can be counted on to 
teject fanciful or dubious allegations. 

Care was taken to hear witnesses 
from all walks of life. In particular, 
the tribunal decided to reject evidence 
that would, if confirmed, have found 
the Chinese guilty of sustained 
genocidal policy, as distinct from 
individual acts of genocide. 

It reports a widespread belief 
among the Tibetans that the Chinese 
sterilised large numbers of them 
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However, clinical investigation of 
refugees making this claim failed to 
produce proof. This suggests that the 
tribunal maintained a responsible 
and cautious attitude towards the 
allegations submitted to it. 


Chinese statements have placed 
great emphasis on the official claim 
that the eradication of religious 
belief and the forcible break-up of 
the monastic system have been 
necessary for Tibetan social and 
economic advance. 


The tribunal recognises that agri- 
culture has been reorganised and that 
hospitals, roads and power stations 
are being built. But it produces 
solid evidence that in the nine 
years of Chinese rule not only have 
human rights in Tibet been violated 
but the living standards of the 
Tibetan people have actually fallen. 


Education has been used as an 
instrument for Communist indoc- 
trination and Tibetan children have 
been forcibly removed to China. 
Economic development has been 
directly related to the needs of the 
Chinese population introduced into 
Tibet rather than to those of the 
Tibetans themselves. 


“DE FACTO INDEPENDENCE ” 


The tribunal further finds that the 
Chinese have openly disregarded 
the 1951 agreement reached with the 
Tibetan authorities, under which 
the Chinese promised to maintain 
the Tibetan political system, to 
uphold freedom of religion and to 
refrain from compulsion in carrying 
out reforms. 


It argues that the Tibetan Govern- 
ment of the Dalai Lama had reason 
to renounce the agreement, as it did 
in March, 1959, and that Tibet 
thereupon resumed its status of de 
facto independence from China. It 
believes, therefore, that Tibetan af- 
fairs no longer come within Peking’s 
domestic jurisdiction and can, as a 
result, be discussed by the United 
Nations. 

This verdict deserves respect al- 
though Tibet’s legal status before 
1951 is admittedly a difficult point. 
It may be that the United Nations 
will not generally share the tribunal’s 
opinion on this issue of sovereignty. 
But this does not prevent public 
opinion throughout the world from 
coming to its own conclusions, and 
placing the overwhelming respon- 
sibility for the Tibetan tragedy 
where it should properly rest. 
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Buddhist Activities in 


From a Special Correspondent 
R. M. J. PERERA, the president of the 
German Dharmaduta Society of 
Ceylon spent nearly two weeks in Berlin- 
Frohnau discussing with the Ven. Shanti 


Bhadra of the Buddhistisches Haus and> 


German leaders of Buddhism, ways and 
means of extending Buddhist activities in 
Germany and furthering the activities of the 
Buddhistiches Haus. 

The Buddhistisches Haus has already a 
multi-graph machine and hopes to publish 
small booklets and articles on Theravada. 
Mr. Perera and Herr. Erich Schmidst, 
the president of the Buddhist Gemeinde in 
Berlin, conferred on the possibility of 
handing over the Buddhistiches Haus in 
gradual stages when the Berlin Buddhists 
are willing to take over and find means to 
maintain it. 

MISSION FROM BURMA 

A Buddhist Mission from Burma in- 
cluding Justice U. Chan Htoon, the Secre- 
tary-General of the Burma Buddha Sasana 
Council, and U. Thitila Thera, visited the 
Buddhistisches Haus and discussed with 
the Ven. Shanti Bhadra the possibility of 
enlarging the library in the Haus. U. Chan 
Htoon pointed out that there were about 
Rs. 20,000 collected in Burma for this 
purpose. 

PRO. DR. H. VON GLASENAPP 

Prof. Dr. H. Von Glasenapp, the well 
known Pali and Sanskrit scholar visited the 
Buddhistisches Haus and had a long 
conversation with Ven. Shanti Bhadra. Of 
the present day scholars, he is one who 
has pointed out clearly that the Atta-theo- 
ry that some Buddhists hold in Europe is 
groundless and has no basis in the Tipitaka. 

He says: “The fact that in the Pali 
Canon all worldly phenomena are said 
to be anatta, has induced some scholars 
of the West to look for an Atman in Bud- 


Germany 


dhism. For instance, the following “great 
syllogism’’ was formulated by George 
Grimm: ‘What I perceive to arise and 
to cease and cause suffering to me, on 
account of that impermanence cannot 
be my ego. Now I perceive that everything 
cognizable in me and around me, arises and 
ceases and causes me suffering, on account 
of its impermanence. Therefore nothing 
cognizable is my ego.”’ 

From that Grimm concludes that there 
must be an eternal ego-substance that is 
free from all suffering, and above all cogni- 
zability, This is a rash conclusion. By 
teaching that there is nowhere in the 
world a persisting Atman, the Buddha has 
not asserted that there must be a trans- 
cendental Atman (i.e. a self beyond the 
world), This kind of logic resembles that 
of a certain Christian sect which worships 
its masters as ‘“‘Christs on earth’? and 
tries to prove the simultaneous existence 
of several Christs. 

The denial of an imperishable Atman is 
common ground for all systems of Hina- 
yana as well as Mahayana, and therefore, 
there is no reason for the assumption 
that the Buddhist tradition, unanimous 
on that point, has deviated from the ori- 
ginal doctrine of the Buddha. If the 
Buddha, contrary to the Buddhist tradi- 
tion, had actually proclaimed a transcen- 
dental Atman, a reminiscence of it would 
have been preserved somehow by one of 
the older sects. 

It is remarkable that even the Pudgala- 
vadins, who assume a kind of individual 
soul, never appeal to texts in which an 
Atman in this sense is proclaimed. -He 
who advocates such a revolutionary con- 
ception of the Buddha’s teachings, has 
also the cuty to show evidence how such 


a complete transformation started and 
grew, suddenly or gradually. But none 
of those who advocate the Atta theory 
has takan pains to comply with that de- 
mand which is indispensable toa historian. 

Dr. Paul Dahlke, the founder of the 
Buddhistiches Haus who had studied deep 
the Tipitaka and who had associated long 
with famous Buddhist monks of Ceylon 
like the Ven. Hikkaduwe Siri Sumangala 
Nayaka Maha Thera combated long 
against the spread of this theory in Europe. 


VISITORS FROM CANADA 


Mr. and Mrs. Osowski of Montreal, 
Canada, who had practised and read many 
books on Sattipatthana Bhavana, paid 
a visit to the Haus and were charmed by 
the peace and serenity of the place. 

They are anxious to welcome a monk 
to Canada where Buddhism appears to be 
gradually spreading. 

WORK IN SCANDINAVIA 

On invitation from Sweden, Norway and 
Denmark, the Ven. Shanti Bhadra of 
the Buddhistsches Haus visited these 
countries and gave many talks on Bud- 
dhism. In Stockholm he spoke at the city 
hall. In Stockholm sister Amita and 
Anagarika Sugata are doing whatever 
they can to spread the benign doctrine of 
the Buddha. 

Anagarika Sugata is a well-known 
journalist and photographer. His talks 
on Buddhist countries illustrated with 
slides have been greatly appreciated in 
Europe. He hopes to visit Ceylon soon 
to learn the Buddha Dhamma deeper and 
see and photograph the old Buddhist tem- 
ples and monasteries. 

In Goteburg, the Ven. Shanti Bhadra 
gave a talk at the Theosophical Society. 
The Buddhist Society in Goteburg is well 
guided and hasa smalllibrary. Mr. Cerutti, 
the leader of this Society has been long 
in China and has visited Ceylon etc. He 
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JAPANESE 


BUDDHIST 


PRIESTS 


In connection with the letter, “‘Japanese Buddhist Monks” by Jivaka 
which appeared in the July issue of “World Buddhism,” this leading article 


in the Summer issue of “Young East’ 


OWADAYS the number of 

Japanese Buddhist priests visit- 
ing foreign countries is increasing, 
although it is far less than that of 
Christian missionaries visiting Japan. 
Those priests include chief abbots 
of head temples of various sects, 
priests who are concuirently universi- 
ty professors, visiting missionaries 
dispatched by _ sect-headquarters, 
non-quota immigrant ministers who 
are to be stationed abroad, and 
priests yet under training. 

We may notice that these Japanese 
Buddhist priests going abroad are 
of two kinds in appearance. Some 
of them are entirely in priestly 
attire, at a glance recognizable as 
different from laymen. Their heads 
are tonsured, or hair cut shoit; 
they always wear kimono and 
priestly robes. They are like bhik- 
khus of Southern Buddhism in so 
far as they never wear laymen’s 
clothes, although their robes are 


> will be read with interest: 


very different in colour and style 
from those of the Southern Bud- 
dhists. 

We have however, another group 
of Japanese Buddhist priests, who 
look just like laymen in appearance. 
Some of them, including some chief 
abbots, have pomaded long hair. 
They wear laymen’s clothes except 
during ceremonies. Some of them 
put simplified priestly robes over 
their laymen’s clothes, but these 
simplified ones can be taken off 
at any time, and when they are 
taken off, no sign is left of their 
priesthood. Those Japanese Bud- 
dhist priests residing in the United 
States always wear black clothes, 
but most of the priests visiting there 
do not. 

A Buddhist priest means, in Japan 
one who is initiated at a ceremony 
prescribed by a particular sect. Most 
of the priests are initiated while 
young, because it takes them years 


to get a priestly education. It may 
be right to say that these young 
novices should be called monks, 
not priests, but there is no distinc- 
tion between monk and priest in 
the Japanese language. 

After receiving a special educa- 
tion, they are qualified to be ap- 
pointed the chief priest of a temple, 
but those who are not yet so quali- 
fied are also called priests. Some 
of those who are so qualified do not 
have their own temples, but work 
as school teachers or town officials. 

Japanese Buddhist priests work 
at anything they can. They believe 
their work outside the temples is 
not inconsistent with the principle 
of Mahayana Buddhism. Many 
of them work, besides their temple 
business, at schools or other facili- 
ties in case they are qualified for 
work. That is why the layman’s 
life intrudes into that of the Japanese 
Buddhist priesthood. 


The mind is very hard to perceive, 
extremely subtle flits wherever it lists. 
Let the wise man guard it; a guarded 
mind is conducive to happiness. 


The ignorant, foolish folk indulge in 
heedlessness ; but the wise man guards 
earnestness as the greatest treasure. 
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BUDDHIST ACTIVITIES IN GERMANY 
(Continued from page 16) 


has a deep knowledge of both the Maha- 
yana and the Hinayana. He is now a true 
Theravada Buddhist. 

From Goteburg, the Ven. Shanti Bhadra 
proceeded to Alingsas. From Alingsas, 
he went to Hobdal where the only Buddhist 
Journal in whole of Scandinavia is publish- 
ed. It is The Bodhi published by Mr. Johan- 
nesson. Mr. Johannesson was in Ceylon on 
his way round the world. He hopes to go 
to Ceylonin the near future to study the 
Theravada doctrine deeper. 


NORWAY 

From Hobdal, the Ven. Shanti Bhadra 
went to Oslo. There he was met by Mr. 
Kulberg and other Buddhists. It was the 
first time that the Buddhists and friends of 
Buddhism in Norway welcomed a Bud- 
dhist monk from the East. 

The Ven. Shanti Bhadra was taken to 
the Oslo Viking Museum to see the Bud- 
dha-bucket used by the vikings. The 
Norwegian Vikings in their desperate and 
hazardous voyages had come in contact 
with the Buddha figure and were very 
pleased to have it in their ship to 
give them courage. This was the first 
indication of Buddhism in some form or 
other in Norway i.e. in the 9th century. 

From Oslo, the Ven. Shanti Bhadra 
proceeded to the snowy hills of Trom where 
it is hoped to build a Peace University on 
Buddhist lines. The sight is glorious with 
a charming landscape all round. In 
Alvdal, he spoke of the Buddhist Univer- 
sities of ancient India. From Trom, the 
Ven. Bhikkhu proceeded still further to 
see the most charming spot in Norway — 
the Savallen lakes. 

From Norway, the Ven. Shanti Bhadra 
satled to Copenhagen. He was met by Mr. 
Alex Rassmusser and other friends of 
Buddhism. A year ago he visited Den- 
mark and formed a Buddhist Union 
under the presidentship of Prof. Jorgenson. 
He spoke here of the Revival of Buddhism 
in India and spoke of the mighty effort 
the Anagarika Dhammapala had to put 
forth in order to win the Buddhist places of 
India for the Buddhist world. 


BUDDHISTISCHES HAUS 

With consultations with the Ven. Shanti 
Bhadra, the president of the Berlin Bud- 
dhist Society, Mr. Erich Schmidt has 
decided to hold the annual all German 
Buddhist conference in the Buddhistisches 
Haus. The conference will last for about 
three days. Representatives from Berlin, 
Hamburg, Utting, Munchen, etc. will 
be present. 

It also hoped to hold a Buddhist seminar 
in the Haus in Autumn or next spring. 


REPAIRS TO THE HAUS 


The president, Mr. M. J. Perera and the 
Secretary, Mr. Asoka Weeraratne, who 
were in the Buddhistisches Haus this 
Summer have decided to make all necessary 
repairs to the temple and the main build- 
ing as soon as possible. Already a fence 
has been built. 


DR. PAUL DAHLKE’S MAJJIMA 
NIKAYA 

It is very encouraging to note that a 
well-known publishing house in Germany. 
has brought out a new edition of Dr. 
Dahlke’s translation of the Majjima 
Nikaya. 

Dr. Kurt Schmidt, a well-known Pali 
scholar, is biinging out a new translation 
of the Majjima Nikaya soon. 
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PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


Young East : Vol. 9, No. 34, Summer, 1960. 
The Young East Association. 150, 
Kita Kiyo Shima, Taito-ku, Tokyo, 
Japan, 

Sangha : Vol. 4, No. 7, July 1960. The 
Journal of the English Sangha As- 
sociation, 50 Alexandra Road, London 
N. W. 8, England. 

News Digest : No. 42, June 1960. The 
Quarterly Journal of the International 
Association for Liberal Christianity 
and Religious Freedom. 40, Laan 
Copes van Cattenburch, The Hague, 
Holland. 

The Golden Lotus : Vol. 17, No. 3. April- 
May 1960. 608, West Upsal Street, 
Philadelphia 19, Pa, USA. 

World Journal of Religious Faiths : Official 
Organ of United Mankind, the 
Science of Conscience, the Universal 
Religious Alliance. Vol. 37, January- 
February 1960. P.O. Box 1493, Grand 
Central Station, New York 17, USA. 

The Catholic Worker: Vol. 21, No. 11, 
June 1960. 39, Spring Street, New 
York 12, USA. 

The Divine Life : Vol. 21, No. 8, August 
1960. Monthly Journal of the Divine 
Life Society, Sivanandanagar, Rishi- 
kesh District, Dehra Dun, India, 

The Spirit of Ascka : by Yuvia Gelblum. 
Maha Bodhi Society of India, 4a, 
Bankim Chatterjee Street, Calcutta 12, 
India. 

Orient Occident : Vol. 3, No. 3, June 1960. 
Published by UNESCO, Place de 
Fontenoy, Paris, France. 

The Light of Buddha : Vol. 5, No. 7, July 
1960. Burma Buddhist Society, 
Mandalay, Burma. 


Equilitarian Bulletin : No. 138, July 1960, 
and Analyst No.19, July 1960. P.O. 
Box 20, 505, Pict Hts, Los Angeles 6, 
California, USA. 

Report of the Fifth General Conference of 
the World Fellowship of Buddhists : 
The Buddhist Association of Thailand, 
287, Phra Sumeru Road, ~ Bangkok, 
Thailand. 

The Buddhist : Vol. 31, No. 5, September, 
1960. Organ of the Colombo Young 
Men’s Buddhist Association ,Colombo, 
Ceylon. 

Metts : Journal of the Buddhist Federation 
of Australia, Vol. 2, No. 2, September, 
1960. 282, Anzac Parade, Kensington, 
New South Wales, Australia. 

The Maha Bodhi : Vol. 68, No. 8, August 
1960. Bankim Chattergee Street, 
Calcutta, India. 

Zen Buddhism and Psychoanalysis: by 
Erich Fromm, D. T. Suzuki and 
Richard de Martino, George Allen 
and Unwin Ltd., Ruskin House, 40, 
Museum Street, London, W.C. 1 
England. 16sh. 

The Middle Way : Journal of the London 
Buddhist Society, Vol. 35, No. 2, 
August 1960. 58, Eccleston Square, 
London S. W. 1, England. 2sh. 6d. 

Asadha : Perihimpunan Buddhist Indo- 
nesia, Tjabanja, Surrbaja, Indonesia. 

Tri Budaja : No. 78, July 1960. Gabunjan 
Sam Kauw, Djakarta, Indonesia. 

The China Buddhist Monthly : 140, Nan 
Chong Road, Section II, Taipei, 
Taiwan. 

Bodhedrum : No. 91, June 1960. 96, Ho- 
peng Street, Taichung, Taiwan. 

La Buddha Lumo: No. 62, Vesak 2504. 
Esperanto Press, Okaville, Ontario, 
Canada. 


Buddh stschen Geslleschaft : Vol. 6, No. 7-8, 
July-August 1960. Geschaftastelle, 
Rehmkoppel, Hamburg-Wellingsubut- 
tel, West Germany. 

La Republica Universale : Quarterly Re- 
view of Science, Sociology, Philo- 
sophy and Religion. Vol. II, No. 1, 
May 1960. Apicella-Molfetta (Bari) 
Italy. 

Dharmachakra : Vol. 13, No. 1, August 
1960. Sugata Nidhana, 15th Road, 
Plot No. 463, Khar, Bombay 21, 
India. 

The Thondu : Vol. 10, No. 15-16, August 
1960. Siddharthat Nilayam, 10th 
Cross, Thillai Nagar, Tiruchirapalli 3, 
India. 

Informations Bouddhistes : Vol. 5, No. 22, 
July 1960. 99, Chaussee de Charleroi, 
Brussels, Belgium. 

Budista do Brasil: Praca da Liberdade, 
141-4, Andar Sala-4, San Paulo, 
Brazil. 


THE GOLDEN LOTUS 


This periodical, now in its sixteenth year, 
is published in the United States of 
America. It is dedicated ‘to those who 
seek The Way,’’ to Buddhism and to 
Eastern Philosophy. 


Sample copies on request. 
Subscription Sh. 2.50 per annum, ten 
numbers and index, 


THE GOLDEN LOTUS 
537, Arbutus Street, 
Philadelphia, 19, Pa, 

U.S. A. 


rey SUPER CONSTELLATION 


SAPPHIRE SERVICE 


TO EUROPE - INDIA AND FAR-EAST | 


ON THE 


AIR 


IEYLON 


WORLD BUDDHISM, SEPTEMBER 1960 


Contact 
Airlines Booking Céntre 


Telephone sti a: 9 


PAGE NINETEEN 


D. F. PERERA & CO. 


(ESTABLISHED 1910) 


DIRECT IMPORTERS 
OF 
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¥ STATIONERY 
¥*.- OFFIGE “REQUISITES 


& 
MANUFACTURER’S REPRESENTATIVES 


Show Rooms: Stores : 

40, SECOND CROSS ST. 45, DIAS PLACE, 
COLOMBO 11. COLOMBO 12. 
ies : STATIONERY COLOMBO. 
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Is your problem a Wedding Ring 


or a Necklace ? 


IF SO HERE ARE EXPERT 
MANUFACTURERS OF WEDDING 
RINGS AND NECKLACES 


RAJAH RAM 


Manufacturing Jewellers and Dealers in Brilliants 


50, SEA STREET, Phone : 
COLOMBO 11. 3800 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


Politician and Religious 
Leader 


THE SPIRIT OF ASOKA: 


by Tuvia Gelblum. Maha 
Bodhi Scciety of India, 4A, 
Bankim Chatterjee Street, 


Calcutta 12, India. 


THE story of the great Emperor 

Asoka of India is told in this 
booklet ‘‘as told by Asoka himself 
on the basis of his edicts and ins- 
criptions which, unlike the legends, 
are certainly authentic.”’ 

As the author says: “The story 
is not only of great significance as a 
chapter in political history, but also 
of extreme importance to the student 
of the history of religions, as Asoka 
is decisively responsible for trans- 
forming Buddhism from a sectarian 
philosophy into one of the greatest 
religions of the world.”’ 

Many readers may not agree with 
the statement that Buddhism was a 
sectarian philosophy, but everyone 
will certainly agree with the author 
that Asoka was significantly respon- 
sible for the propagation of Bud- 
dhism and there has not been one 
of that calibre before or after him. 

The author analyses Asoka’s life 
as a politician, a social reformer and 
a religious leader and it is in the 
last role that the great Emperor is 
remembered. 

Asoka’s greatness lies in the fact 
that he eschewed military conquest 
not after defeat, but after victory. 
The sin-ere remorse and change 
of heart that followed the Kalinga 
campaign which, although it was 
successful and victorious, was the 
turning point in Asoka’s way of life, 
career and politics. 

After that he not only preached 
morality but also practised it and 
modified his own life and adminis- 
tration accordingly. Asoka then 
expressed his conviction that real 
conquest is not conquest by military 
power, but conduest by Dharma 
and he replaced ‘‘the reverberation 
of (war) drums by the reverberation 
of the drum of Dharma”’ 

The author also draws a com- 
parison between the policies and 
personalities of Asoka and Prime 
Minister Nehru of India ‘“‘though 
it must be remembered that we 
cannot view the contemporary 
statesman in a proper historical 
perspective’’. 
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BUDDHA AND BUDDHIST 
SHRINES IN INDIA: by 
A. C. Jain, Jainco, 2568, 
Dharampura, Delhi-6, India, 
Rs. 1-8. 


PPROPRIATELY __ illustrated, 
Buddha and Buddhist Shrines 
in India gives a vivid glimpse, in its 
first pait, into the work of the 
Indian Prince who later became the 
Buddha and showed the path of 
deliverance to suffering humanity. 
The second part of the book deals 
with the sites in India that sprang 
to world fame before and after his 
enlightenment. 

The author deserves praise for his 
painstaking task in compiling this 
work. It is more than a guide to the 
moral code of the Thathagatha, and 
Buddhist India. 

Mr. Jain takes the reader from 
Lumbini through such well known 
places as Saranath, Kusinara, Raja- 
griah, Nalanda, Sravasti, Kapila- 
vastu, Sankassa, Sanchi, Ajanta, 
Ellora, Kosala and Taksila, to lesser 
known Karli, Barbar Hill, Kanhiri, 
Nasik, Bhaja, Badasa, Udagiri, Tala- 
ja and Sana. 

Those who are interested in visi- 
ting Buddhist India would do well 
to secure a copy of this Book which 
is very modestly priced. 

V. de.S. 


ANURADHAPURA : by D. B. 


Weerakoone. Gunasekera & 
Co., Anuradhapura, Ceylon. 
Cts. 25. 


His booklet, written in simple 

Sinhalese, gives the local reader 
a history of Anuradhapura and 
her Buddhist sacred places and 
edifices. 

Situated in north-central Ceylon, 
Anuradhapura, once the capital of 
Ceylon for centuries at a stretch 
and subsequently abandoned by the 
Sinhalese due to incessant invasions, 
is raising her head up, perhaps to 
play a prominent part once again 
in this Island’s history. There is now 
a move in the country to make it 
again the island’s chief city, and 
the present Government is giving 
serious thought to it. 

Today, Anuradhapura is the at- 
traction of Buddhists not only of 


1960 


Ceylon, but of other countries as 
well. Among numerous Buddhist 
sacred places, here in this ancient 
city, is to be seen the sacred 
Bodhi tree, a branch of the Bodhi- 
tree in India under the shade of 
which Prince Siddharatha attained 
Buddhahood. 

It is written and published for a 
good cause —the collection of the 
proceeds is for the expansion of 
the Anuradhapura Buddhist As- 
sociation. We commend every 
Buddhist to prccure a copy. An 
English translation of this booklet 
will be appreciated by the Buddhists 
in other countries for the value of 
information it gives on this city 
which is not second in sacredness to 
any other Buddhist spot on earth. 

VaGers: 


TRIPITAKA CATALOGUE 
COMPLETED 


A tabulated catalogue of the 
Tripitaka containing a classified list 
of 4,166 titles found in 31 Chinese, 
Japanese and Korean Tripitakas, 
with explanatory notes, has been 
compiled by Mr. Tsai Nien-sheng, 
an erudite Buddhist scholar, after 
three years of intensive effort. 

The publication is sponsored by 
Mr. Chu Wen-lu, chairman of the 
Committee for. the Compilation of 
the Tripitaka, Taiwan, The book is 
said to have aroused the attention of 
several scholars in academic circles. 


DALAI LAMA’S 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY 


The Dalai Lama has completed 
writing an autobiography, the publi- 
cation of which, it is stated, might 
have political repercussions in India. 

It is stated that the book gives the 
Dalai Lama’s version of the efforts 
to obtain Indian support against 
Chinese Communism in the years 
before he finally gave up and fled 
to India from Lhasa. 


NEW BOOK BY 
DR. D. T. SUZUKI 


Dr. D. T. Suzuki, the Japanese 
authority on Zen Buddhism, who 
will be 90 on October 18, is working 
on, as he says, ‘‘a somewhat ambi- 
tious work which may be called a 
comprehensive handbook of Zen.”’ 

He complains, says The Middle 
Way, that too few of those who 
also write on Zen do so from ori- 
ginal sources. 
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LATEX FOAM ® WASHABLE ® DURABLE 


RUBBER MATTRESSES @ CHEAPER ®@ HEALTHIER 


No other type of Mattress can give you 
such comfortable restful sleep as one of 
Latex Foam. 
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\ 
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Moulded in full size 6’ 3” 


: 4” thick, complete 
It means easier bed-making, too. x See P 


i cloth cover for 
You owe it to yourself to have this sheer with strong clo 


luxury in your home. only Rs. 150/-. 


MADE OF PURE CEYLON RUBBER BY: 
RICHARD PIERIS & CO., LTD. 


HYDE PARK CORNER, COLOMBO. TELEPHONE. 6277 
RP 910 
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Essential to those 


Success on the sports field demands an adequate diet - in 
other words, a diet based on the strength and energy 
giving properties of milk. A “gift for games’ is not 
enough - the sportsman 
needs a healthy body, 
swift to respond to the 
demands of energetic 
exercise, a, body 
nourished by FRESH 
WHOLESOME MILK. 


25 CENTS 
PER HALF PINT. 


DRINK MORE MILK 
Drink MILK BOARD 


DON'T SETTLE fai 
MILI 


FOR A SUBSTITUTE 
‘NATIONAL: MILK. BOA 


MB/GC 


WORLD BUDDHISM, SEPTEMBER 1960 PAGE TWENTY-THREE 


: 5 PINTS 


OF FRESH 
CREAMY MILK 


out of a single 
2% Ib.TIN... 


| For a free recipe folder write to: | 
| Nestle’s Products (Ceylon) Ltd., 

| (Dept. NS) P. O. Box 189, Colombo. 
| 


NESPRAY 
NESTLE 


FULL CREAM = 
POWD mits : | 
‘OWDERED MIb" | 
Ie an : 
Asi TED WITH VITAMINS . ven : at 
mp MILK CONTAINING NOT LESS ruan 20° ‘ i > 
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Eig i.e 1454 OF 
Aa 
RED in ausTRAY : 
F abe! é! ' ; ; Z 
DoS 2 f rf : 
Sunk ‘ pant YArs eww engi O24 “73 “ eta Parcs SO te Se F 
: Riess ijt ie cee sabes ¥ snd ie rage = = ear OE ot = : Mis : % bigs Se Shae 
“ie ih as a eeties ataee steg S Pips sn A ret in ay ae ek ss eStats 4 Sie 


A NESTLE PRODUCT 
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Money cannot buy 
Hanniness.... 


Here's the reason why re 


See for happiness arises out of contentment and 
peace of mind, and what are these but the 
natural consequence of an untroubled present 
sustained by a bright and secure future. 


Your happiness is the happiness of your family. 
Their future is your responsibility. And _ there 
is no better way of insuring that their future 
is secure and well-provided for than by insurance. 


There is a policy for every family require- 
ment insurance of every kind for every mem- 
ber of the family for education, for higher 
qua‘ifications, for marriage and for the home. 
Make yours a happy family w.th well-planned 
insurance. Money cannot buy happiness, but 
good insurance certainly can. And good insu- 
rance is CEYLON INSURANCE. 


LiIEE, FIRE, MOTOR, MARINE 
ew GENERAL ACCIDENT. 


CEYLON INSURANCE CoO., LTD. 


69, QUEEN’S STREET, COLOMBO. 


Anytime - everytime 


Any time is tea time anywhere in the world, but .... 
specially in Ceylon, and everybody likes a good biscuit g*27-%! 
to go with the tea. And when that biscuit is oe 
a Maliban, tea-time for the family becomes a joy. 


When guests come to tea they’ll welcome 
Maliban Biscuits with tea, for Malibans are 
oven-fresh. You can serve them within days 
of their production, and that’s an advantage 
they have over all other biscuits. You can 
get them at any tire, everywhere from all 
leading stores in the country and they 

are always fresh. 


BISCUITS 


THEY'RE BETTER, BECAUSE THEY'RE FRESHER 
@/auee 


